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Executive Summary 
Archaeological Services Inc., in collaboration with The Landplan Studio Inc., was 

contracted by the City of Kitchener to conduct a Heritage Corridor Enhancement 

Plan (H.C.E.P.) for the Dundee Secondary Plan in the City of Kitchener, Ontario.  

The H.C.E.P. focuses on the Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive Heritage Corridor, and 

recommends the development of the corridor into a primarily pedestrian-only 

multi-use trail connecting to the existing pedestrian trail network along Groh 

Drive, Tilt Drive, and Dodge Drive.  

Recommendations are provided to support the implementation of the multi-use 

trail, mitigate negative impacts and to conserve, enhance, and maintain the 

heritage attributes that contribute to defining any portion of these roads as a 

Heritage Corridor.  

Recommendations cover: 

• Vegetative buffers and screening adjacent to the proposed Heritage 

Corridor, including: 

o Vegetative buffer sizing and composition; 

o Plant specimens and strategies; 

• Lotting Patterns and Direct Vehicular Access, including fencing; 

• Rural Cross-Section, Profile and Paving Treatments; and 

• Nodal Rest Areas, Interpretation, Wayfinding, Traffic Control, and Lighting, 

including: 

o Specific recommendations for the spacing and design of nodal rest 

areas; 

o Recommended themes for interpretation signage; 

o Vehicular access control for the multi-use trail. 
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Report Accessibility Features 
This report has been formatted to meet the Information and Communications 

Standards under the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 

(A.O.D.A.). Features of this report which enhance accessibility include: headings, 

font size and colour, alternative text provided for images, and the use of periods 

within acronyms. Given this is a technical report, there may be instances where 

additional accommodation is required in order for readers to access the report’s 

information. If additional accommodation is required, please contact Annie 

Veilleux, Manager of the Cultural Heritage Practice Area at Archaeological 

Services Inc., by email at aveilleux@asiheritage.ca or by phone 416-966-1069 ext. 

255. 
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Glossary 
Built Heritage Resource (B.H.R.) 
Definition: “…a building, structure, monument, installation or any manufactured 

or constructed part or remnant that contributes to a property’s cultural heritage 

value or interest as identified by a community, including an Indigenous 

community” (Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, 2024, p. 40). 

Cultural Heritage Landscape (C.H.L.) 
Definition: “…a defined geographical area that may have been modified by human 

activity and is identified as having cultural heritage value or interest by a 

community, including an Indigenous community. The area may include features 

such as buildings, structures, spaces, views, archaeological sites or natural 

elements that are valued together for their interrelationship, meaning or 

association”(Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, 2024, p. 41). 

Heritage Corridor 

Definition: “streets or multi-use pathways which because of their unique 

structural, topographic and visual characteristics, as well as abutting vegetation, 

built environment and cultural landscape, historical significance or location within 

a Heritage Conservation District are recognized as a cultural heritage resource and 

are intended to be conserved” (City of Kitchener, 2019, p. A-10).  

Significant 

Definition: With regard to cultural heritage and archaeology resources, significant 

means “resources that have been determined to have cultural heritage value or 

interest. Processes and criteria for determining cultural heritage value or interest 

are established by the Province under the authority of the Ontario Heritage Act” 

(Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, 2024, p. 52). 
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1.0 Introduction and Plan Purpose 
Archaeological Services Inc. (A.S.I.), in collaboration with The Landplan Studio Inc., 

was contracted by the City of Kitchener to prepare a Heritage Corridor 

Enhancement Plan (H.C.E.P.) for the Dundee Secondary Plan in the City of 

Kitchener, Ontario. The H.C.E.P. focuses on the Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive 

Heritage Corridor (Figure 1). This Plan presents measures to be implemented to 

mitigate negative impacts and to conserve, enhance, and maintain the heritage 

attributes that contribute to defining these roads as a Heritage Corridor.  

This Plan has been prepared to support implementation of the Dundee Secondary 

Plan. The purpose of the Dundee Secondary Plan is to set out a detailed vision and 

planning framework which will guide the long-term development of this new 

community in southwest Kitchener. The Secondary Plan will provide policies for 

new urban uses in the area over the long-term such as homes, parks, natural 

areas, shops and schools, connected by trails, transit, roads, and sustainable 

infrastructure. The Dundee Secondary Plan is being prepared as an Integrated 

Environmental Assessment.  
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Figure 1: Location of the recommended Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive Heritage Corridor in relation to the 
Dundee Secondary Plan Area (A.S.I., 2026).
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2.0 Background and Policy Context 
As part of the Dundee Secondary Plan process, Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive are 

recommended to be classified as a single Heritage Corridor within the City of 

Kitchener (Figure 1). This recommendation is based on the results of research, 

analysis, application of applicable heritage evaluation criteria, and engagement as 

presented in the related Heritage Impact Assessment report (Archaeological 

Services Inc., 2025) prepared to support the Dundee Secondary Plan.  

Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive are historic rural roads with views to agricultural 

fields and moraine landforms, with Stauffer Drive composed of a section of public 

road to the west, and a pedestrian trail network to the east (Figure 2-Figure 5). 

This recommendation builds on existing Heritage Corridor classifications (Figure 6) 

within the City of Kitchener’s Official Plan (City of Kitchener, 2019) and previous 

technical work prepared during the 1990s and 2000s investigating these historic 

roads and adjacent cultural heritage resources (City of Kitchener, 2014; City of 

Kitchener Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee, 1994).  

The recommended Heritage Corridor abuts a property located at 500 Stauffer 

Drive (Figure 7) that is designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act (By-

law 2013-026). 

https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/oha/details/file?id=5013
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/oha/details/file?id=5013
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Figure 2: Looking north along Reidel Drive towards trees and vegetation in the 
distance enclosing on the roadway near the Blair Creek crossing (A.S.I., 2025).  

 
Figure 3: A viewshed looking northwest from Reidel Drive to agricultural fields 
and moraine landforms (©2025 Google) 
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Figure 4: Stauffer Drive looking east from Reidel Drive, showing its narrow two 
lanes and no shoulders (A.S.I., 2025). 

 
Figure 5: Trail portion of Stauffer Drive, looking east towards Tilt Drive (A.S.I., 
2025).  
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Figure 6: C.H.L.s and Heritage Corridors along Stauffer Drive and Reidel Drive 
identified in the City of Kitchener’s Scenic Road Study, C.H.L. Study, and within the 
City’s Official Plan (A.S.I., 2026).
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Figure 7: 500 Stauffer Drive in relation to the recommended Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive Heritage Corridor and 
Dundee Secondary Plan Area (A.S.I., 2026).
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3.0 Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 
The following is a Draft Statement of Cultural Heritage Value and Heritage 

Attributes for Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive together. 

Description of the Road 

Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive together form part of a local rural road network. 

Reidel Drive is a two-lane, rural road with no shoulders, between 400 metres 

north of New Dundee Road and Stauffer Drive. The road has a general north-

south alignment with a slight bend north of its intersection with New Dundee 

Road.  

Stauffer Drive is a two-lane, rural road with no shoulders and can be described as 

having two sections travelling with an east-west orientation: the public road 

between 500 Stauffer Drive and just west of Caryndale Drive; and the portion 

from Caryndale Drive to Tilt Drive which has been converted to and integrated 

into a pedestrian trail network. The two roads connect at the northern end of 

Reidel Drive in a T-intersection.  

Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 

Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive together form part of a local rural road network 

that is of historical and contextual value. The roads are of historical value because 

they have a direct association with the formation of the Township of Waterloo. 

They contributed to initial settlement activities and subsequent agricultural uses 

in the southern part of the township and forming part of Beasley’s New Survey. 

This rural road network has contextual value because it is part of a cluster of 

intersecting heritage corridors that are recognized by the City of Kitchener in their 

Official Plan and which includes Groh Drive, Tilt Drive, and Dodge Drive. Together 

with Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive, this circulation network maintains a rural 

and historic but evolved character through the adaptation of formerly vehicular 

roadways into trail systems and the retention of: original road alignments, cross 

sections and surface treatments that are evocative of nineteenth-century 
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concession roads; roadside vegetation and plantings; undulating terrain; and 

nineteenth-century buildings and farmsteads at 31 Tilt Drive, 630 Robert Ferrie 

Drive, and 500 Stauffer Drive.   

Heritage Attributes 

Attributes related to the historical value of Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive: 

• Rural carriage way cross section with two-lane alignment and featuring a 

tar and chip surface treatment with narrow vegetated ditches and verges 

and lacking features typical of urban environments such as lane markings, 

curb & gutter, manhole structures, or catch basins. 

• Vertical profiles that respond to the surrounding landscape: Reidel Drive 

follows the surrounding topography, featuring undulating rises and falls in 

relation to adjacent landscape; Stauffer Drive responds to two rises in the 

landscape with a slope down westwards towards the headwaters of Blair 

Creek.  

• Limited driveway access to adjacent properties and no intersections with 

contemporary street crossings. 

• Historic road alignment.  

Attributes related to the contextual value of Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive: 

• Blair Creek natural heritage feature. 

• Views to the Blair Creek natural heritage feature along Reidel Drive, 

expressing visual relationships between the road and the adjacent 

undulating terrain.  

• Vegetation that abuts the roadside creating a defined edge, in particular 

near Blair Creek along Reidel Drive and near the forested area along 

Stauffer Drive. 

• Undulating topography adjacent to Reidel Drive. 

• Continuous physical connections between Reidel Drive, Stauffer Drive, Tilt 

Drive/trail, Groh Drive/trail, and Dodge Drive.  

• Physical connections to 500 Stauffer Drive. 
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4.0 Enhancement and Mitigation Measures 
The Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive Heritage Corridor is located at the eastern 

boundary of the Dundee Secondary Plan boundary and forms an important visual, 

cultural and spatial edge framing the new community that will develop and evolve 

within this moraine landscape.  

The heritage attributes of the Heritage Corridor have been considered as part of 

the secondary planning process and the development of proposed adjacent land 

uses (Figure 8). The current plan proposes neighbourhood, open space – storm 

water management, and open space – parks and, and a natural heritage 

conservation area adjacent to the Reidel Drive portion of the corridor. The 

Secondary Plan recommends closure of the Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive 

Heritage Corridor to through-way vehicular traffic and movements. The 

Secondary Plan envisions that the Heritage Corridor will form part of the 

pedestrian trail network, with permissions granted for vehicular access to 500 

Stauffer Drive.  
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Figure 8: Recommended land use plan (reproduced by The Landplan Studio, 2026) 
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4.1 Conservation Vision and Objectives 

The Reidel Drive and Stauffer Drive Heritage Corridor will be transformed into a 

multi-use heritage corridor with primarily pedestrian-only access – with the 

exception of continuing to provide vehicular access to 500 Stauffer Drive. 

Vehicular access restrictions are recommended to be indicated by clear 

wayfinding and signage.  

Based on the analysis presented in the HIA, this Plan has been developed to 

present enhancement guidelines and mitigation measures. The Plan’s key 

objective is to develop a framework for adapting and managing the Heritage 

Corridor so that its scenic, historic, and cultural heritage characteristics remain 

legible, interpreted, and integrated as part of user experiences and the broader 

trail network system. The following enhancement treatments and mitigation 

measures address: (1) components forming part of the municipally-owned road 

right-of-way, (2) a proposed adjacent buffer zone; and privately or publicly-held 

lands forming part of future adjacent residential, storm water management, open 

space – parks, and natural heritage conservation and overlay land uses.  

4.2 Vegetative Buffers and Screening 

The Reidel Drive portion of the Heritage Corridor is recommended to be buffered 

by a 10 - 18 metre zone, consisting of a series of nodal restoration zone and 

Miyawaki tiny forest clusters. These plantings will provide visual screening 

between the adjacent land uses and the Reidel Drive portion of the Heritage 

Corridor and will also contribute to restoration of ecological function. This 

vegetative buffer and screening approach reflect the rural character of Reidel 

Drive through materials and planting patterns.  

The recommended vegetative buffer shall be comprised of the following: 
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• A 10 - 18 metre buffer shall be established along the west side of the Reidel 

Drive portion of the Heritage Corridor for the purposes of establishing a 

naturalized corridor (Figure 9 - Figure 13). 

o This buffer zone is measured from the existing road edge.  

o The buffer zone provides the minimum spatial, ecological, and 

cultural conditions required to support a high‑functioning heritage 

corridor.  

o While the original double‑row tree concept informed the initial 

width, contemporary ecological planting strategies—such as nodal 

restoration and Miyawaki forests—achieve equal or greater 

performance within the same spatial envelope. The buffer therefore 

remains necessary, but the planting pattern is recommended to 

evolve to reflect current best practices in biodiversity, soil health, and 

climate resilience. 

• This natural corridor is proposed to consist of a series of nodal restoration 

zones, Miyawaki tiny forest clusters, meadow and thicket transitions, and 

riparian-style plantings in low points or drainage swales. 

o Nodal restoration zones are comprised of irregular woody clusters 

with shrub/seedling bands and a seeded meadow matrix between 

nodes. Species are selected for vegetative spread and early seed 

production.  

o Miyawaki tiny forests are characterized by high-density native 

plantings and deep soil preparation and mulching. This type of 

planting has a rapid canopy closure and strong microclimate effects.  

o Meadow and thicket matrix is characterized by native grasses, 

sedges, and forbs with nurse crops. These plantings establish shrub 

thickets which promote habitat diversity.  

• Specimens to be planted within the buffer zone shall be selected to be 

compatible with plantings documented to characteristics of the Eco district 

6E-1 (Stratford) region (See Appendix B: Recommended Plant List). 
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• Within the Residential interface portion of Reidel Drive, the buffer zone is 

recommended to consist of Miyawaki cluster plantings, near rear lot lines 

and with nodal bands closer to the roadbed. This planting approach offers 

comparatively rapid screening, noise buffering between trail and residential 

land uses, and reinforces a strong edge condition along the Heritage 

Corridor (Figure 11).  

• Within the Stormwater Management (S.W.M.) interface portion of Reidel 

Drive, opportunities for introducing nodal restoration and meadow 

plantings should be pursued to achieve an integrated system, and where 

practicable based on more detailed engineering considerations as S.W.M. 

plans are further developed. Miyawaki plantings are recommended only in 

stable upland pockets. This approach supports maintenance of hydrologic 

function and operation access to S.W.M. infrastructure. At the edge of the 

S.W.M. area, meadow and low nodal plantings are recommended to align 

with the location of the recommended trailhead (Figure 12). 

• Within the Open Space-Parks interface of Reidel Drive, nodal restoration 

and meadow mosaic plantings are recommended with Miyawaki plantings 

acting as focal ‘forest rooms’. This approach promotes visual permeability 

while offering immersive experiences (Figure 13). 

• At the Natural Heritage interface with Reidel Drive, nodal restoration 

plantings are recommended as the primary tool, with Miyawaki plantings in 

disturbed pockets. This approach provides effective integration with 

adjacent ecological communities and while maintaining successional 

gradients. 

• Built screening devices such as privacy walls, berm, fencing, and/or 

retaining walls are not permitted immediately adjacent to the road right-of-

way limits of the Heritage Corridor. Demarcation posts are permitted 

between the vegetative buffer and Reidel Drive (Figure 14). 
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Figure 9: East-west sections through recommended multi-use trail along Reidel Drive (right) and the adjacent 10 - 18 metre buffer area (centre) (The Landplan Studio, 2026) 
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Figure 10: View looking west from recommended multi-use trail along Reidel Drive to a landscaped buffer with residential land use beyond (The Landplan Studio, 2026) 
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Figure 11: Schematic plan of Reidel Drive along residential block (The Landplan Studio, 2026) 
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Figure 12: Schematic plan of Reidel Drive along storm water management block at trail head (The Landplan Studio, 2026) 
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Figure 13: Schematic plan of Reidel Drive along open space park and naturalization blocks (The Landplan Studio, 2026) 
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Figure 14: Example of a demarcation post (The Landplan Studio, 2026) 
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4.3 Lotting Patterns and Direct Vehicular Access 

• Areas proposed for neighbourhood land uses and which are adjacent to the 

Heritage Corridor shall be back lotted.  

• Introduction of new vehicular access points, along the Heritage Corridor are 

not permitted.  

• Privacy fencing on privates lands and at rear lot lines shall use black vinyl 

chain link fencing and not exceeding 1.8 metres in height (Figure 9 and 

Figure 10). Demarcation posts on city-owned lands within the buffer area 

are recommended to ensure appropriate management of access across the 

buffer area (Figure 14).  

4.4 Rural Cross-Section, Profile and Paving 
Treatments 

• The existing 7 – 8 metre cross section and vertical profile of the Heritage 

Corridor shall be maintained.  

• Where paving improvements are required, a prepared aggregate mix or 

slurry seal over asphalt shall be used. 

• Existing edge conditions of the road shall be maintained through minimal 

edge hardening and storm water drainage directed through adjacent 

ditches towards Blair Creek.  

4.5 Nodal Rest Areas, Interpretation, Wayfinding, 
Traffic Control, and Lighting 

• Accessible nodal rest areas are encouraged along Reidel Drive and are 

recommended to have interpretive signage and be spaced approximately 

100 metres apart, along the length of the Reidel Drive corridor. A 

100 metre spacing aligns with accepted best practices for age‑friendly and 

inclusive design, ensuring that people of varying mobility levels, have 

predictable, frequent opportunities to pause, rest, and safely enjoy the 
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corridor. This interval also reflects the natural rhythm of pedestrian 

movement, offering breaks at a distance that is neither intrusive nor overly 

sparse, thereby maintaining the corridor’s visual continuity while enhancing 

its usability. 

• Wayfinding and interpretive signage are encouraged at the trailhead at the 

southern edge of the S.W.M. area, and are recommended to be aligned 

with the location of a representative viewshed that has been identified and 

which is proposed for retention as part of user experiences. It is anticipated 

that this viewshed will evolve as the lands within the secondary plan 

change over time. This viewshed will be characterized by the proposed 

stormwater management area in the foreground and open-space parks and 

natural heritage conservation areas in the background.  

• A secondary nodal rest area is encouraged adjacent to the natural heritage 

conservation area, with seating, interpretative signage, waste/recycling and 

with CSP culverts beneath with armourstone headwalls.  

• Interpretative installations introduced along Reidel Drive at nodal rest areas 

should integrate storytelling about: 

o agricultural history; 

o the region’s ecological past and future; 

o the moraine glacial landforms encouraged occupations and 

settlement here for centuries and millennia, across Indigenous and 

Euro-Canadian communities; 

o watershed processes, and  

o ecological restoration methods 

• Clear wayfinding and signage marking the initiation of the trail portion of 

Reidel Drive should be installed to discourage vehicular through traffic 

beyond vehicles accessing 500 Stauffer Drive.  

• If lighting is required, a distinct lighting plan should be developed for the 

Heritage Corridor to assist in communicating its function as a multi-use 

trail. Lighting with cut-offs is recommended to limit lateral extension of 

lights beyond the road right-of-way.  
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5.0 Appendix A: Qualified Persons Involved in 

the Project 
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and private sector clientele. Rebecca also provides oversight and quality 
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clients to lead heritage evaluations and assessment as part of area planning 

studies, including secondary plans, heritage conservation district studies, and 

master plans. Rebecca is a member of I.C.O.M.O.S. Canada and the Canadian 

Association of Heritage Professionals. 
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deliver value for businesses, communities, and individuals. Previously, as an 
Adjunct Professor, he regularly spoke to university classes about the professional 
practice of landscape architecture. His professional interests include cultural 
heritage landscapes and the development of future landscape architects, 
providing participant review in the Ontario Association of Landscape Architects’ 
Professional Development Programme. Since 2015, Mark has continued his 
practice of landscape architecture as President of The Landplan Studio Inc. Mark 
has been recognized by his peers from across Canada in the Canadian Society of 
Landscape Architects’ Best in Canada Awards of Excellence programme for his 
work at both, the MacEwan Terrace at Riverwood (Mississauga) and for the City 
of Kitchener’s Cultural Heritage Landscape Inventory.  
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early succession, and
only good for wet forests
(swamps)

early succession, and
only good for wet forests
(swamps)

S.aucuparia often sold as
these two species.
Ensure buds are
burgundy with no hair.

use with
caution
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