
A Green City
How We Plan for the Planet and Our Resiliency

What is A Green City? 
A Green City is about charting our 
path to creating more sustainable, 
healthy, and resilient communities. 
It is about working together to 
enhance our parks and protect 
our natural environment while 
transitioning to a low-carbon future.

Sustainable and 
decentralized energy 
sources, like solar panels, 
district energy, or 
geothermal energy.

Enjoying produce 
from local farms 
in places like the 
farmers market.

Recreational 
facilities that 
are tailored to 
our community.

Parks and open spaces 
with active and passive 
programming.

Planning for water 
and recognizing it 
as a resource.

Biodiversity 
and tree canopy 
along streets and 
throughout public 
spaces.

Supporting sustainable 
modes of transportation 
through  EV charging 
stations and shared 
cycling infrastructure.

Spaces for urban 
agriculture, like 
community gardens.

Amenities and  
green spaces  
for all ages.

Land use planning is an important way  
for us to respond to the climate crisis. 
Kitchener 2051 will guide where people live, work, and play, and 
how they will move in between these places to access their daily 
needs. Our new Official Plan can help to mitigate climate change 
and minimize impacts on our communities by appropriately 
planning for resilience through increased biodiversity and more 
sustainable infrastructure and building practices, alongside our 
parks and natural environment.   

In Kitchener, we know that parks, open 
spaces, and natural areas aren’t just 
important – they’re essential.
Our green spaces are integral parts of the communities which 
surround them. They are natural climate change mitigators and 
contribute significantly to our wellbeing. Whether you use these 
areas to gather, unwind, exercise, socialize, play, meditate, maintain 
a garden, or celebrate, they should be available and accessible for 
all to benefit from.

Our neighbourhoods and natural 
environment can become more 
resilient to the effects of climate 
change through mitigation and 
adaptation. 

Adaptation
Actions to manage 

the impacts of 
climate change

Flood 
Protection

Sustainable 
Transportation

Renewable 
Energy

Energy 
Efficiency

Urban Forest

Complete Communities

Water & Energy 
Conservation

Infrastructure & 
Building Design

Disaster Management & 
Business Continuity

Mitigation
Actions to reduce 

emissions that cause 
climate change

Kitchener 2051 will 
respond to TransformWR, 
our region-wide strategy 
to address the global 
climate crisis.  
The long-term strategy 
identifies local measures needed 
to reduce our greenhouse gas 
emissions by 80% before 2051.Did you know...

75% of our urban areas lack adequate infrastructure to protect 
against flooding. The City is receiving $50 million in funding 
from the federal government for the Disaster Mitigation and 
Adaptation Fund to address this through actions that will protect 
the environment, our drinking water, and places we live and love. 


