The Region has purchased a strategic parcel of property in Breslau which will enable the development of potential future GO station site and mixed-use development including affordable housing.  The formal public announcement is available here: https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?feedId=928b711d-2b23-416c-b47b-b674c929bab6,95abcc5b-2e79-4c15-9386-e36865f55f5a,ab159244-c732-45c7-b4c9-67b38b43eed5&newsId=92afe340-e230-413b-8009-a2b1759b9d6c   
GO station and Mixed-Use Development
The former GO Station lands were identified in the Hopewell Crossing subdivision on north side of the rail line (see map below). Following the selection of the GO Station site in Hopewell Crossing the Province changed the funding model for the development of such stations to make the construction a developer funded model versus provincially funded. Since that time the developer (Thomasfield), the Region and Township have been seeking ways to advance this GO Station given the funding challenge.  This process has been ongoing for many years, and unfortunately this type of funding model wasn’t feasible because of the magnitude of the proposed cost
As a potential solution, the Region recently acquired lands along Fountain Street, just south of the rail line as a potential future GO Station site (see map below).  This site is ideally situated for transit-oriented, medium and high-density affordable housing and neighbourhood amenities.  It can also facilitate additional transit connections to the Region of Waterloo International Airport (YKF). 
The previous GO Station lands will be able to be developed with an alternative form of development including medium/high density residential subject to future public consultation and a formal planning process.  
The timing, form, density and design of the proposed development on the Regionally acquired lands is not yet known but there will be opportunities for community involvement through a public consultation process.  The Region of Waterloo is the purchaser of the new site and will be funding any future development on the site.  The Township can advise that prior to finalizing the location for the new GO Station site, the Region will need to undergo a legislated process to determine if the site is the best location for the GO Station relative to other potential sites.  During this process public consultation will be undertaken and the community will be able to ask questions as part of that process. Additional questions on the project can be directed Josh Graham at the Region at jgraham@regionofwaterloo.ca.
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Breslau Planning
The Township is currently working on a plan for Breslau called the Breslau Secondary Plan which identifies the future land use, servicing and staging for land in the Breslau area within the development limits set out by the Province, extending to Shantz Station Rd.  Recently an Open House was held to present a preferred concept to the community.  Over the summer the concept will be refined along with the creation of associated policies.  The plan and policies will then be brought into the Official Plan process where additional consultation will be held in the fall.  More information about the Breslau Secondary Plan can be found here: https://www.engagewr.ca/breslau-secondary-plan-update
As part of the ongoing planning work for Breslau, staff have identified the former GO Station lands and the land the Region has acquired as the potential GO Station on the latest draft plan.  Public consultation will need to occur regarding the policies that will need to be added to the Township of Woolwich Official Plan that will require potential GO Station sites to be protected until a site is selected, and that the lands to be designated with mixed use (commercial and residential) near the GO Station and former GO station lands be designated for medium to higher density residential. No final determination on the exact type of residential units has yet been determined, and as noted above will be subject to public consultation.
The Township appreciates that with the anticipated growth of Breslau between now and 2051 there will be future needs that need to be planned for related to infrastructure, amenities, services, programs, facilities and community needs.  Infrastructure and community amenities for the Breslau area are currently being planned for through the Breslau Secondary Plan, the East Side Lands Sanitary Servicing Class Environmental Assessment and the Recreation Master Plan.  These studies are already underway for the Breslau area and the Township will work with the Region to incorporate plans for the new Region purchased site. When the Township very recently adopted the new Development Charges By-law, the capital forecast did identify the need for a future new Recreation complex.  The Township will of course engage with the public to properly plan out the recreation complex.
Additional commercial lands have been identified in the planning for the area which will be able to be constructed to support the existing and new development in the area as the population and market can support.   The Region of Waterloo will be working on future Transit planning to connect this area and the Airport planning.
The Police Services Board for the Waterloo Region Police are responsible for approving the staffing levels required to service the Region.  The Township can advise that Woolwich is served by police officers out of the North and Central Divisions.  The Central Division located in Kitchener provides officers for the Breslau and surrounding area.   If you have direct questions for the police we can certainly connect you with an appropriate contact.
The Township does have by-law enforcement staff that operate across the Township.    We have two full-time dedicated by-law enforcement officers, who are supported by part-time and seasonal officers.  For many years, the service level and corresponding staffing levels for the Township has been set based on the fact that the Township responds on a complaint basis.    
As you can see from the above information there is a common theme, and that is that there will numerous opportunities for public consultation as part of planning and managing the future growth and development of Breslau and related community needs and supports.  In fact, the Township continues to connect with our community support agencies like the Woolwich Community Health Centre, Woolwich Community Services, Woolwich Counselling Services, Community Care Concepts etc. to ensure we are planning properly for future locations to have appropriate supports available in this part of Woolwich. 
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